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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Final Office Action dated November 8, 2001, Applicant files 
the following Amendment and Response. Reconsideration of this application is respectfully 

requested. R fCE/VED 

MAY 0 1 2002 

IN THE CLAIMS * O 1 700 

Please amend Claim 46 as follows: 

46. (Twice Amended) A method of fluid distribution in a chemical reactor comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a layer of ceramic filter units, at least some of the ceramic filter units 
having more than two openings extending therethrough, and at least some of the 
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